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CONFIDENTIAL EC BRUSSELS 8773 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, EEC, PLO 

SUBJECT: EC-ARAB DIALOGUE: EC FOREIGN MINISTERS DISCUSS OBSERVER 
STATUS FOR PLO 

REF: (A) LONDON 14598; (B) THE HAGUE 5429 

WE HAVE LEARNED THAT THE EC-NINE FOREIGN MINISTERS 
BRIEFLY DISCUSSED THE QUESTION OF OBSERVER STATUS FOR THE 
PLO DURING THEIR POLITICAL COOPERATION MEETING IN BRUSSELS 
ON NOVEMBER 11. REPORTEDLY, NO DECISIONS WERE TAKEN ON 
OPENING THE EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE TO PLO PARTICIPATION, BUT IT 
WAS DECIDED TO SOLICIT WASHINGTON S VIEWS ON THE ISSUE 
BEFORE GOING FURTHER. ALTHOUGH OUR SOURCE WAS NOT SPECIFIC, 

THE APPROACH MAY BE MADE VIA THE FRENCH EMBASSY SINCE THE 
FRENCH ARE CURRENTLY IN THE CHAIR FOR THE NINE. IT IS 
PROBABLE THAT THE QUESTION MAY COME UP AGAIN AT THE NEXT 
POLITICAL COOPERATION MEETING IN PARIS ON NOVEMBER 18. MYERSON 
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